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Travel:

To get to Isla Monita you will need to make travel arrangements to and from Puerto Montt, Chile (usually connecting through Santiago).  The airline that flies down to Puerto Montt from Santiago is Lan Chile www.lan.com.  Most people can book directly to Puerto Montt from the states by traveling first on American and then on Lan (They are partners). Lan does fly from LAX and from Miami. To book all the way to Puerto Montt www.travelocity.com comes up with good prices and allows you to buy trip cancellation insurance for $35.00 per person. After landing in Puerto Montt you will take a short flight (40 minute) to Chaiten which will complete the flying portion of the journey and is where we will meet you in our vehicles. This flight leaves from an small airport about 20 minutes away from the Puerto Montt Airport. Please go to the Cielo Mar Austral desk and they will have someone waiting to take you over to the other airport. An hour and a half drive will put you on the shores of Lago Yelcho. ***Please note that the weight restrictions for the charter flight are only 15kg (33 pounds). If you are over sometimes they will charge you a small fee. We will make the charter flight reservations for you from Puerto Montt to Chaiten, the cost is $200 US round trip and payable with your payment for your stay. ***When making plane reservations please plan on arriving into Puerto Montt around 9:00am and departing Puerto Montt to Santiago no earlier than 2:30pm. Many of our guests prefer to break up the travel day by spending one night in Puerto Varas. If you wish to do so, please see the Puerto Montt/PuertoVaras section below for information about lodging.

***If you would like to use a travel agent for your travel plans please contact:

Barbara Sorenson @ 1-503-620-0260 or Barbara@unitravel.us. She is very knowledgeable about South America and is familiar with our lodge.  

Puerto Montt/Puerto Varas:

For those of you to chose to spend a night in Puerto Varas (20 minutes from the Puerto Montt airport), which we highly recommend, you should plan on staying at Hotel Cabañas del Lago. You can make a reservation on www.expedia.com or through us. If you make the reservation through us the hotel makes you fill out a form to authorize your credit card and it is much easier to make it on Expedia. If they tell you they do not have rooms available through Expedia then please let us know and we will contact them directly to make the reservation. I think they only give them a certain number of rooms to sell and it is a very popular hotel in high season. They offer standard and superior rooms. We recommend the superior rooms which are much newer and more spacious. Although the hotel does have a nice restaurant with a view of the lake the food is mediocre. We recommend eating down on the lake at the Club de Yates (Yacht Club). It is a 2 minute walk from the hotel and the front desk will be able to show you where it is located. The price of the transportation to and from the airport is $20,000 pesos ($40). 

**For those of you with a long layover in Puerto Montt on your way to Santiago we can arrange transportation to and from a very good artisan fair in Puerto Montt with lots of good handicrafts, perfect for souvenirs. You should have at least 3 hours between flights. The cost is $80.00 US dollars (round-trip), which you will pay the driver directly. The driver will drop you off and meet you back at the same place at the designated time. 

Santiago:

If you are spending a night or two in Santiago we can help with recommendations on hotels and restaurants. 

***If you have a long layover in Santiago we can arrange a car to pick you up from the airport, drop you off at a nice restaurant with shops around, and then pick you back up again. They charge 15,000 pesos ($30.00) each way.

Entering the country:

From the United States no visa is required, just a valid passport.  When you arrive at the Santiago International Airport you will need to pass immigration where you will pay a one-time (for the life of your passport) reciprocity entry visa tax of $100 US.  The United States charges all Chileans that enter the US the same. You can pay this with cash or credit card. For more information about this fee see:

http://travel.state.gov/foreignentryregs.html
Canadian citizens are charged $55 US

Australian citizens are charged $32 US, the receipt is valid for 3 months.

When you fill out your immigration form, you will be asked for the address of where it is that you are staying.  Here you can put:

Isla Monita, Lago Yelcho, Chaiten

Isla Monita, Lago Yelcho:
Located in the Lakes District of Chilean Patagonia, Lago Yelcho is carved out of the steep Andes by glaciers and resembles a fjord lake, with peaks and hanging glaciers which tower over its turquoise waters.  Isla Monita sits at the southern end of the lake where the Futaleufu River enters the Yelcho.  The river splits at the front of the island, making it the ideal location for fishing the lower stretches of the river as well as the very productive mouth.  On this end of the lake there are extensive reed beds, which play host to an astonishing number of dragonflies which the large trout consume in massive quantities.  The island is ideally located for access to 5 floatable sections of water on the Futaleufu, Yelcho, and Palena rivers.  Three reed bed-lined lagunas are within a few miles of the island, in these great trout are found as well as some protection from the wind.  A fourth laguna is nestled within the protection of the Valdivian rainforest and offers the angler an enchanting trip back in time in a windless setting.  In this region anglers have honest shots at trout up to 6 lbs, with the occasional monsters of up to 10 lbs taken.

Accommodations and Meals:
Isla Monita Flyfishing Lodge is a small operation taking a maximum of 8-10 anglers per week.  Accommodations consist of 6 fully furnished double rooms and 1 single room.  Down comforters and pillows, personal bathrooms with hot showers and bathtubs, comfortable new mattresses with custom wood frames round out the personalized touch.  The lodge’s sitting room is cozy with three comfortable couches surrounding an atmospheric fireplace and has a view of the surrounding mountains and lake, which is absolutely spectacular.  Our wood-fired hot tub overlooks the Yelcho and is a wonderful spot to enjoy an evening cocktail after a day’s fishing.

Meals are a delicious blend of local Chilean cuisine and international fare.  Our chef has kept our guests delighted and impressed with her well-prepared meals for nine years.  She is a master of the wood stove.  Breakfasts are made to order, with fresh fruit always on the table.  Fine Chilean wines accompany lunches and dinners, and the bar is fully stocked with a grand assortment of liquors and spirits. 

Drinking Water:
Our water comes from our well, is run through a series of purification filters, and is safe to drink from the tap.  Bottled water is available for guests who prefer it.  

Climate:
In Patagonia, the weather can be very unpredictable, and can change drastically and unexpectedly.  On a sunny day, daytime temperatures can be very pleasant, ranging between low 60s and 80s, Fahrenheit.  However, rain, high winds, and cold air can blow in quickly even during the summer months, making the temperatures drop into the low 40s and 50s.  40 degrees and rainy is about as cold as it will get in this area, so no snow but chilly nonetheless.  Rest assured, however, that just as quickly as the weather turns nasty, it can turn balmy, too!  The sun is strong here, so we recommend dressing accordingly, the layer system prevails.  Nighttime temperatures will most likely be in the 30s through the 50s depending on the weather.

Clothing:
Dress at the lodge is casual, and laundry service is available so you can travel light.  Waders, a good rain jacket and insulating layers such as a warm fleece are musts.  Hats and gloves are a good idea.  On the lighter side, nylon fishing pants are great when the weather is warm and a lightly colored fishing shirt is a smart choice.  In January and February, lighter colors will help you avoid some of the bothersome insects. Remember to bring your bathing suit for our hot tub. Laundry is included in your stay so please pack light because of the weight restrictions for the charter flight. Usually we advise people to only bring enough cloths for 3 days.

Currency:
We recommend that you change some of your currency into Chilean pesos, as not everyone will readily accept US $.  This amount will be determined by how much time you are traveling around the country.  During your stay at Isla Monita you may only want to have some cash for items purchased from our store (hats, clothing, etc) and for gratuities.  Dollars are preferred for anything here at the lodge.  The easiest places to exchange currency are at the airport in Santiago or Puerto Montt.

Traveling money:

The amount of cash with which anglers travel is largely a personal preference, the following is just a suggestion.  Gratuities aside, the amount of money you bring from the states could be around $300 US, depending on how much time you are spending in the country outside of your stay at the lodge.  Credit cards are generally accepted at the larger hotels in Puerto Montt or Puerto Varas.  ATMs are found as well, and generally work with cards associated with the Cirrus network.  Once you arrive in Chaiten, ATMs should not be considered accessible. Unfortunately, Isla Monita does not currently accept credit cards.

Power and Communications:

The lodge gets all power from a generator which runs on a 220V current.  To use your chargers and other electrical items from the US you will need not only an adapter, but one which contains a transformer to convert the 220V to the 110V required by US electrical appliances.  We keep a transformer with a power strip which you may use should you not be able to find the proper type.  Power is only on when guests are present at the lodge and is turned off at night after everyone has gone to sleep.  The rooms are equipped with battery-powered lanterns for nighttime use.  Each room has its own hair dryer, so you need not worry about bringing one from home.

We have a satellite-powered telephone and internet connection.  The telephone we reserve for emergencies or important phone calls because it is very expensive, but the internet is available for your unlimited use.  If you need access to email while you are here, we recommend you understand how to access your account through the web.  Yahoo, Hotmail, and AOL offer free accounts which are web-based should you need to set one up for your travels.

Isla Monita Tackle List:
Rods: 6, 8, and 5(optional), medium-fast action

Reels:  appropriately matched to rods with at least 100 yards of backing

Lines:  floating-weight forward for the 5 and 6 weight rods

            sinking-SA Mastery Series Streamer Express, 200-250 grain, or



 Cortland Salmon/Steelhead Quick Descent, 180-225 grain, or



 Teeny 200

Leaders/Tippet:  9´, 4X and 7 ½´, 0X

We keep some flies for sale at the lodge, but should you like to bring your own, here are some patterns we recommend:

Flies:  dries-Chernobyl-style beetles #4-8 (overall black in color)


         Dragonfly patterns # 4


         Parachute adams # 12-16


         Rusty spinners # 12-16


         Black ants # 10-14


         Mouse patterns #4


         Caddis # 12-14


wets-Wooly buggers #2-10  (black, olive, red, purple, peacock, grizzly)


         Clouser minnows # 4-6 (natural/white, black/white, tan/white)


         White feather streamers #4-8


         Galloup´s Zoo Cougar #4-6 (olive/white)


         Bucktail streamers # 4-8 (natural colors/white)


         Dragonfly nymphs


         Damselfly nymphs


         Assorted beadhead nymphs #10-14


         Yuk Bug/Big Hole Crawlers # 4-8


         …and any other rubber-legged, soft-hackled concoction you can dream up!

**The guides can supply the flies for the week for $60.00 per person, to make it easier.
Gratuities:

Our guides and staff work hard to make sure your stay is not only pleasant but one you will remember for years to come.  Your gratuity is very much appreciated and the amount of which is certainly up to you.  We suggest a gratuity of 10-15% of the cost of staying at the lodge, which is $60-$80US per day per person.  All tips are evenly distributed among our guides and staff as everyone works just as hard as the other to provide our guests with a unique experience.  Should you feel inclined to give a gratuity to someone personally, you are welcome to do so, this should be done outside of the general gratuity.

Packing List:
	· Rods



· Reels

· Leaders

· Flies

· Bathing suit(hot tub)

· Waders

· Fleece/wool gloves

· Gore-Tex Rain Jacket

· Fishing Hat


	· Long Sleeve Shirts

· Short Sleeve Shirts

· Quick Dry Shorts

· Quick Dry Pants

· Fleece Jacket

· Polarized glasses

· Long underwear (top and bottom)

· Fleece/wool stocking cap


	· Lens Cleaner

· Camera

· Flight Itinerary

· Travel Cash

· Passport

· Sun Screen!

· Lip Balm w/SPF

· Sun Gloves (optional)

· LIGHT-COLORED CLOTHING!!!


Medical Facilities:

Please note that there are no proper medical facilities in the immediate area.  For this reason we recommend you check with your insurance company about emergency medical evacuation insurance.  The nearest major hospitals are in Puerto Montt, Chile and Bariloche, Argentina.  We suggest that travelers bring medication for common ailments as well as any prescription medication needed.

Included:

Accommodations, meals, wine, beer, liquor, drinks, guide fees, ground transfers to and from Chaiten or the Argentine border outside of Futaleufu, and laundry.

Not Included:

Airfare to and from Chaiten, entry tax, travel insurance, gratuities.

Emergency Contact Information:

Isla Monita Office in Santiago:  56 (2) 3398465

Lodge managers:

Jonathan and Sarah Heames

jjheames@aol.com or sarah.heames@yahoo.com 

Avenida El Bosque Norte 0177


Piso 2, Oficina C


Las Condes, Santiago, Chile


� HYPERLINK "http://www.islamonita.com" ��www.islamonita.com�


islamonitalodge@yahoo.com
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